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ABSTRACT 

In Africa, girls and women endure work forms of violence of human rights than their male counterparts. 

This ranges from cultural, psychological, physical and sexual, exclusion from power and opportunities 

within and outside the family. This study examined the impact of cultural values and beliefs on girl-child 

education among the Jopadhola of Eastern Uganda. Instruments used were open ended questions, 

interviews guides and an observation checklist. Data was collected by means of focused group discussion, 

Key information interviews and observation. 

Data and information generated were compiled, fabulated, analyzed and presented along with conclusions 

and recommendations. 

The study found that girl child performs worse than the boy child in primary leaving examinations and 

that girl pupils were more likely to drop out or were more likely to drop out of school than the boy pupils. 

This was due to negative cultural values and beliefs that impact on the girl child Education including the 

view that girls were sources of wealth, replacement for the dead married sisters and were meant to marry 

while virgins in order to fetch more dowry. All these led to low concentration, retention, poor 

performance at school hence high dropout rates for the girl child as many end up marrying early or get 

unwanted pregnancy. 

The study drew conclusions that there were a number of cultural values and beliefs which impact on girl 

child education negatively. 

The study recommended that cultural leaders in Africa should gradually phase out traditional values and 

beliefs that impinge on the rights of the girl child. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

INTRODUCTION 

Many African societies tend to give the boy child better prospects while disfavoring the girl child, despite 

the fact that the existing social, economic and political opportunities like education, property ownership 

and leadership among others, would benefit both sexes given equal opportunities as stated by Okwakpam 

and Nnenna (2012). Still the best of the available opportunities are supposed to be exploited by the boy 

child as culture dictates and so the girl child comes in for the second option (Atekyereza 2001) 

This study aimed at examining the impacts of cultural values and beliefs on girl child education among 

the Jopadhola of Eastern Uganda. Generally, girls among the Jopadhola, are the group that is 

marginalized wherever it comes to access, retention and completion of Education (Ocitti, 1973:52). The 

major cause of high dropout of girls from school is the demand to fulfil the cultural values and beliefs that 

are expected of them by their respective communities. 

In Uganda, much concern has been expressed by government, educationists, community over the slow 

progress of the girl child education. Although much effort has been made by government and other 

institution to improve Girl child Education through the introduction of Universal Primary Education 

(UPE) and the recent Universal Secondary Education (USE), lower entry point into post-secondary 

tertiary. 

Institution, sensitization, constitutional provision and affirmative legislation for women and girl child, 

however, many studies still show that progress is  

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Over the years, there has been debate over how many – actually drop out of learning, over a school cycle. 

Over 5 million Ugandan children of school going age have dropped out of primary school before p.7 in 

the past 20 years. This is according to the analysis of figures from assessment body of Uganda national 

examinations board (UNEB) and education and sports sector Annual performance reports (ESSAPRS). 

The number of school drop-outs have been increasing over the years. The UNEB figures of these 

unaccounted for pupils span 20 years of school calendar and 15 primary leaving examinations (PLE) 

sitting between 1995 and 2015 final examinations from 2001-2015. On the other hand, the analysis of 

ESSAPR figures captures eight school cycles in 15 calendar years. 
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