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ABSTRACT

in 2010, the. NAGRC & DB raised and distributed improved chickens to more than 100
commutiities in about five districts of Uganda. Although not all members in all the communities
benefited from. this distribution. it was however cxpected that non beneficiaries would see the
benelits of keeping i1'np_r-o.vc('1 chiickens and eventually adopt its production. The aim of the study
was 1o assess the rate and extent ol adoption of Kuroiler chickens ameng the farmers in
Baitambogwe Sub County using selécted parameters, the study employed farm household’s
survey using structured questionnaire administered o 70 respondents. From the study it was
found out that the respondents that had the Kuroilers for more than two years yielded most high
adopiers (43%), followed by medium adopters that had kept the birds between 1-2 vears (37.3%)

and  the least adopters. (19.4%) had Kkept the birds for less than a  year,

The study identified (hat older, more educated farmers with larger families are mote likely to.
adopt betier chicken varieties in their households; the patterns of adeption included procurement
of cither (cges, chicks or mature birds) for use in breed diffusion. The Farmer’s perceptions
about kuroilers. was that the kuroilers have a hi gher performance when compared o the 1Cs and
factors: for non-adoption included rampant chicken theft,. failure o sustain supply of ¢hicks,
inadequate incomes and other constraints faced during production process like sudden breakout
of diseases. The study recommended that fnputs of production such as Feeds, vaccines should be
made available within the rural households and initiatives should be taken by the gavernment o

have hatchery units being put in various parts of the district. N
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRGDUCTION.
1.1 Background

Poultry is 4 widespread and wéll-established activity in villages. Chickens dre relatively cheap to
buy, require fewer inputs and the indigenous chickens; which are commonly referred to as
“village chickens™ in the literature, contribute to basic socio-economic welfare in rural familics
as they provide food for special festivals, petty cash for the houschold and play various cultural
roles in communities for instance théy are used as offerings for traditional ceremonies, they are
Important in the lives of rural people, including as 4 cheap source of protein through providing of

meat and eggs.

Uganda has an estimated poultry population of 27 million birds (I/BOS, 2008). more than 87
percent of which are local ehickens managed under the free-range system in rural areas, In 2000,
the chicken population was estimated at 23 million, of which 80 pereent were indigenous breeds:
(MAALF Repors; 2000). Exotic commiereial birds were introduced into Uganda in the' 1960s, and
over the past deeade the number of intensive commercial poultry units (for broilers and layers)

has increased considerably, especially around urban areas.

Indigenous chickens: remain the predominaiit poulwry species in rural arcas. The limiting lactor
for this activity is that traditionally village poultry 1s based on non-deéseript varieties. of potliry
stock: with the inherent low genetic _pglcntia} for meat and-egg productivily (Ssewanyana ef al.,
2008). Modern varicties of chicken like Cornish Cross, Cornish Rock used as broilers and White
Leghorns, Golden caniets, Wyandotte used as layers require special feed, stringent bio-seeurity

norms and expensive inputs that are nonexisient in the village environment.

M a conscious effort to upgrade rural poultry, kegg farms located in India, a Company
specializing in biegding of village speeific poultry developed a variety of multicolored ehicken
named “Kuroiler”, Introduéed in thetearly 1990s. the breed was created by Vinod Kapur of Kegg
Farms Private, lid.. and the name is a portmanteau of Kegg dand Broiler. The Kuroiler is a hybrid
breed of ¢hicken developed in India. Kuroilers are derived from crossing either-coloured broiler
males with Rhode Island Red females, or, White Leghorn males crossed with female Rhode
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