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ABSTRACT
This research proposal provides an insight on the factors responsible for poor English language

summary writing, as English language summary writing skill has a great importance in language
education, and in the field of teaching Language for Academic Purpose, it is shown that the
development of this skill is one of the most difficult skills for learners. This study is part of a
larger project and its main purpose is to open the black box by exploring the relationship
between performances of summary writing in English language of lower secondary level and the

strategies used for summary writing in English language.

This study will dwell on the factors responsible for poor English language summary writing and
the strategies of improving the English language summary writing skills in lower secondary
level. The study will be of immense importance to the teachers of English, language students,
curriculum planners, examining bodies, text book writers, educational administrators, possibly
parents, researchers and other interested bodies in the field of language and communication

studies.

This study will be conducted three selected schools of Boda collage academy, St Joseph
secondary school and Bukwo parents’ secondary school in Bukwo Town Council.. Sampling
techniques like purposive, systematic, and simple random sampling will be used to select
respondents. The researcher will administer a work sheet and interview methods for collecting

data from the students and data will then be analysed qualitatively.

Regarding the ethical considerations, the researcher will provide the respondents with the
necessary information concerning the main purpose of the research, expected duration,
procedures followed and the researcher will be in position to keep privacy and not disclose the

confidentiality of respondents.

vii



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction:
This chapter presents the background to the study, the statement of the problem, the purpose of

the study, the objectives and research questions, the scope of the study and significance of the
study.

1.2 Background to the Study:
This section covers the historical perspective, theoretical perspective, conceptual perspective,

and contextual perspective

1.2.1 Historical Perspective:
Globally, English has assumed its place as the language of communication within the new

linguistic global order. The choice of English has been viewed from different perspectives. For
some, it is part of a steadily developing socio-economic conspiracy. For others, it relates to the
need to have a single common utilitarian language. In the past, other languages have assumed the
role of ‘lingua franca’ in a given territory, or socio-economic domain. But now, and over the
next fifty years, English is viewed as the language which will be increasingly used to serve the
demands of the globalizing economies. However, the adoption of English as a medium of
instruction may result in positive or negative students’ academic performance. Caustically
referred to as the language of instruction, if not occasionally destruction, adoption of English as
the medium of learning is responsible for widespread poor academic performance in various
continents (Chapple, 2015). In some of the poorest countries in the world, the use of a foreign
language such as English as the medium of instruction in schools is directly linked to poor
students’ academic performance and failure (Milligan & Tikly, 2016). In some countries,
attempting to learn through English has led to low academic performance and high dropout rates
(McKeown, 2016). However, in some countries, it has been introduced using appropriate
educational principles leading to high level of students’ academic performance (Tembe &
Norton, 2011). In sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), colonial languages have been mainly adopted as a
Medium of Instruction (MOI) at schools since the political independence. It is because colonial
languages were retained as official languages in the post-colonial societies and the languages are
used in schools under the government policy (Erling, Adinolfi & Hultgren, 2017). The



5.4 SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
The study was only conducted in the three schools in Kisoko sub-county but did not cover the

whole schools in the country (Uganda) and hence the similar study should be conducted in other
schools and sub-counties in Uganda solve such challenges. The study should be conducted on

causes of negative attitude towards performance in English in other classes like p.3 to p.4.

5.5 CONCLUSIONS
Having analyzed the research finding, the following issues immerged, though candidates identify

partners and teammates, they should be serious with what is being done, there is need to adhere
to school rules and regulations as it will make the candidates who are found of speaking

vernacular to begin speaking English
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