THE FACTORS INFLUENCING AVOCADO ADOPTION IN BWIKHONGE SUB
COUNTY BULAMBULI DISTRICT

BY

WANGATYA MOSES

BU/UP/2019/1585

A RESEARCH REPORT SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT FOR THE AWARD OF DEGREE
OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE EDUCATION OF BUSITEMA UNIVERSITY.

FEBRUARY 2023



DECLARATION

1 do here by solemnly declare that the work presented in this report has been corried out by
me and has not been previously submitted to any other University/ college or organization for

any academic qualification, and that it is true to the best of my knowledge.

| hereby also warrant that the work | have presented does not breach any existing copyright
act

AR 26 )02 [ 223
Sign

WANGATYA MOSES



APPROVAL

This is to certify that WANGATYA MOSES had research in Bulambuli district titled is it a
right path to 2040: the avocado adoption in Bwikhonge sub county Bulambuli district

This is the true record of the work | was able to do and is ready for submission to the board of
examiners of BUSITEMA University with your due approval

Busitema university supervisor

Mr DRAMADRI GERALD AFAYOc




DEDICATION

| dedicate this report to the Almighty God for keeping me a live, and to my dad WABOMBA
JAMES for encouraging me that even the largest task can be accomplish if done one step at a

time



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
First of all, I thank God the Almighty for sustaining me during my study until this last
moment of writing my research report, for | understand that without His was | could not be

able to reach this crucial stage.

| would like to express my sincere appreciation to my supervisor Mr. Afayo Gerald Dramadri,
for the wise advice and tireless guidance during my research and all the period of my studies,
my lecturers in the department of agriculture Mr. Ochan Martin Luther, Mr. Oguzu Evans
and Mr. Ongua Fanuel Prof Ochwoh Victor Akangah for their mentorship. My sincere
gratitude also goes to my lecturers in education department Prof Olema David Kani, Dr
Atibuni Sammy, Mr. Muoya Kisale and Mr. Wamakote Leonard for nurturing and nourishing
me professionally. | can't forget to thank the entire family team for supporting me Financially
under the leadership of Mr. Wabomba James and her wife Birungi judth for their financial aid
extended to me during the entire course, the Community Development Officers (CDO) of

Bwikhonge Sub County for the warm welcome and support during data collection,

Lastly, thanks to my fellow students, ONDONGO ROBERT, ODONG ANDREW, PHILIP,
AMODING BENA for their grate guidance for if everybody is moving forward together ,then
success takes care of itself



ABSTRACT

The specific objective of this research was to assess the factors influencing low avocado
adoption in Bwikhonge sub county, Bulambuli since Avocado is a very important

horticultural crop in this district. However, no study has been cond

ucted before on its adoption, farming and marketing, which necessitated for this research. A
cross setional survey covering 40 farmers in three selected parishes of Bwikhonge Sub
County was conducted in January, 2023 Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the factors
for low avocado adoption and their solutions. Most farmers were facing different problems
such as post-harvest loses, limited training, and limited markets among others, which could
be solved by use of post-harvest technologies, market diversification and post, training of
more extension and improvement in information system. This study found out that adoption
of avocados can be improved and promoted by improved farmer training, provision of
marketing information and market infrastructure development. Findings of this research
suggest the need for government and development partners to have credit facilities for
farmers and avocado traders, improve on road and market infrastructures, and ensure post-
harvest training to market handlers for efficient avocado and agricultural commodity

marketing for commercialization of the horticulture sector.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Avocado (Persea americana) is a berrylike fruit containing a single seed originating from
Mexico and Central America. Avocado grows under different climatic conditions and
management practices, which favours its production worldwide. In 2017, the world avocado
production was about 5.92 million MT. North and Central America contributes the greatest
share of the produce with about 70.3%, followed by Africa and Asia at 15.2% and 10.9%
respectively. In East Africa (EA), Avocado production has greatly increased from 245,063 to
384,759 Tons between 2005 and 2017 directly to the area harvested. This could be attributed
to the favouring climatic and soil conditions in EA.

Avocado locally known as Ovakedo is found in almost all parts of Uganda. This is attributed
to its ability to thrive in varying altitude and climatic conditions. The crop does well in
altitudes ranging from 1400 to 1600 m above sea level. According to, FAO most avocado
production in Uganda is done in the districts of Mpigi, Masaka, Kampala, Mukono, lganga,
Tororo and Mubende. According to, Jumbo and Hass are the most grown avocado varieties in

Uganda. Avocado is rich in both nutritional and medicinal components. Without considering
banana, the avocado nutritional value is assumed to be four times that of other fruits .This
partially explains the increasing production and consumption rates.

The avocado fruit consists of three parts that is flesh, seed, and peel (Figure 2). In Uganda,
avocado flesh is the most used of the entire fruit. It is consumed as a food salad. The seed and
peel are either utilized as animal feed or discarded to the garden where it ferments to add
manure to the soil. Notwithstanding, the numerous documented health and nutrition benefits,
avocado value addition and bioprocessing in Uganda are still poor. Through bioprocessing,
several high-value avocado products can be developed. Bioprocessing involves the use of
living cells or their constituent components to develop not only desired but high-value
products High-value avocado products have the potential to reach consumers across the age
divide. This paper seeks to provide a review of the potential for avocado fruit bioprocessing
in Uganda, together with the opportunities and limiting factors for the development of the
industry.

Tropical and sub-tropical fruit can make a significant direct contribution to the subsistence of

small-scale farmers by providing locally nutritious food that is often available when other

1



REFERENCE

Feder, Gershon, Richard E. Just and David Zilberman, 1985, Adoption of
agricultural innovations in developing countries: A survey, Economic Development
and Cultural Change 33(2), 255-298.

. Gausset, Q, Larsen, A.F. 2013. Social constraints on the adoption of improved
banana varieties in Arumeru District. In: H.B. Lillegr and U. Lund-Sgrensen (eds.),
Farmers’ Choice: Evaluating an approach to agricultural technology adoption in
Tanzania. Practical Action Publishing, Rugby

. Gyau A, Mbugua M, Oduol J. 2016. Determinants of participation and intensity of
participation in collective action: evidence from smallholder avocado farmers in
Kenya. J Chain Netw Sci. 16 (2):147-156.

Hass Avocado Board. 2012. Approved Hass Avocado Nutrition Copy Points-Revised
as of 2-28-2012Abdullah, F. A., & Samah, B. A. (2013). Factors impinging farmer’s
use of technology. Asian Social Science, 9(3), 120-124. doi:10.5539/ass.von3p120
FAOSTAT. 2013. World food and agriculture. Rome: Food and Agriculture

Organization of the United Nations

. Abdullahi, Y., & Stigter, K. (2007). Problems experienced with small farmer groups
extension in Nigeria. For agrometeorological-solutions-to-farming-
problems/problems-experienced-with-small farmer-groups-extension-in-Nigeria

. Auditor general report (2018) Statistical Abstracts. The Republic of Uganda Kampala.
Bank of Uganda (BoU), Plan for Modernization of Agriculture (PMA), and GTZ-Sida
Financial System Development Programme (2007). Agricultural Finance Year Book
2007. Kampala, Uganda, Bank of Uganda.

Bank of Uganda. Bashaasha, B., M. Kidoido & E. Friis-Hansen (2006).
Determinants of Wellbeing Among Smallholders in Adjumani District, Uganda. Paper
presented at the International Association of Agricultural Economists Annual
Meeting, August 12-18, 2006, Queensland, and Australia.

Bashaasha, B. (2011). A review of land tenure and land use planning in the Kagera
(Transboundary Agro-ecosystem Management Project) districts in Uganda. Study
commissioned by FAO (Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations).
September 2011.

43



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Bazaara, N. (2000). ‘Civil Society and the Struggle for Land Rights for Marginalised
Groups: The Contribution of the Uganda Land Alliance to the Land Act 1998, Centre
for Basic Research: Kampala, Uganda.

Batungi, N. (2008). ‘Land Reform in Uganda. Towards a Harmonised Tenure
System.” Fountain Series in Law and Business Studies, Kampala, Uganda, Fountain
Publishers.

Cheryl, R, Doss Michael and Morris, (2000), How Does Gender Affect the
Adoption of Agricultural Innovations? The case of improved banana Technology in
Ghana Agricultural Economics

David Knopp and Ken Smarzik. Building an Avocado Cluster in Central Kenya
East African Community. Second Edition. 2010. East African Standard Fresh
Avocados Specification and Grading

Esau Tugume and Ronald Kabbiri (2011) Assessment of Marketing Constraints of
Avocado (Persea americana) in Kabarole district, Western Uganda School of

Agricultural Sciences, Mountains of the Moon University.

ITC Trade map https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/fresh-fruit-
vegetables/avocado

Information Paper on Avocado Value Chain; Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development and Uganda Agribusiness Alliance, 2015

International Avocado Symposium (2015) in Lima, Peru.

Jules MN, Fondo S (2012). The effects of human capital on agricultural productivity
and farmer’s income in Cameroon. International Business Research 5(4):20-25.

Match Maker Associates: March 2008. Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Subsector/Value
Chain Analysis Executive Summary. Executive Summary

Mehdi SJ (2012). Factors affecting sustainability of agriculture production system in
Iran Annals of Biological Research 3(90):45784583

Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) (1995).
Modernization of agriculture in Uganda. The way forward 1996-2001. Medium term
agricultural sector modernization plan for Ministry of Agriculture, Animal industry
and Fisheries, Uganda.

Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development (MFEPD), 2000.
Background

to the budget 200/01. Increasing efficiency in poverty reduction service delivery

through output oriented budgeting. MFPED, Kampala Uganda.
44



24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Mwambi MM, Oduol J, Mshenga P, Saidi M. 2016. Does contract farming improve
smallholder income? The case of avocado farmers in Kenya. J Agribusin Devel
Emer Eco. 6(1):2—20.

National Agriculture Forum (1997). Marketing of Uganda’s agricultural
commodities.The Uganda Journal vol.42.

National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO), (2001). Agriculture general
information in Uganda, volume 1. Fountain publishers Ltd, Kampala, Uganda.

Ndour CT (2017). Effects of human capital on agricultural productivity in Senegal.
World Scientific News 64:34-38.

Non citrus fruits and nuts summary. National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS),
USDA (2015)

Onyango-Obbo C 2011. Burundi: Nkurunziza, the ‘avocado president’. [Accessed
2018 Aug]. http:// allafrica.com/stories/201107181122.html.

Plan for modernization of Agriculture (PMA), 2000. Project Report submitted to
Ministry

of Finance and Economic Planning, Government of Uganda, Kampala.
Rodriguez-Carpena JG, Morcuende D, Estévez M. 2011. Avocado, sunflower and
olive oils as replacers of pork back-fat in burger patties: effect on lipid composition,
oxidative stability and quality traits. Meat Sci. 90:106-115.

Tabeshpour J, Razavi BM, Hosseinzadeh H. 2017. Effects of avocado (Persea
americana) on metabolic syndrome: a comprehensive systematic review.
Phytotherapy Res. 2017:1-1

The Hass avocado promotion and research order: offsetting price impact from imports

with advertising and promotion working paper No.04-006

APPENDICES

Appendix 1:

Figure 1.2 shows level of Avocado adoption

45



	1.pdf
	2.pdf

