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OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF KEY CONCEPTS 

 

Child- According to the ILO Child Labour Convention Nos. 138 and 182 and Article 1 of 

the 
 
1990 convention, a child is every human being below the age of 18 years unless under the 

law 
 
applicable to the child majority is attained earlier. 
 

 

Child labour- According to the UN convention on Rights of children 1989 article 32, 

childlabour is defined as work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's 

health or physical, mental or social development. The ILO in the minimum age convention 

138 of 1973 further puts it that this work is performed by children under the age of 12. 

 
 
Child labourers- refers to the number of children reported to have worked either for pay 

(cashor kind), or unpaid family and domestic workers during the reference period and the 

nature of work or amount of time spent working by a child below minimum age for the 

type of work they perform .Also the child works under conditions specified domestically in 

reference to Article 4 of convention 182. 

 
 
Child work activities done by children for learning and socialization purposes 
 

 

Academic Performance: is the pupil's ability to study and remember facts, being able to 

communicate knowledge verbally or written down on a paper. The academic performance 

of a primary school entails scores from continuous assessment and the examination of 

pupils for the academic session. 
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ABSTRACT 

The general objective of this study was to establish the effects of Child labour on the 

learners‟ academic performance in government aided primary schools of Buwaya Sub 

County, Mayuge District, Uganda. The specific objectives that guided the study were; to 

assess the economic activities that school pupils got involved in for payment in Buwaya 

Sub County, to evaluate the effects of Child labour on pupils‟ academic performance in 

Buwaya Sub County Primary Schools and to examine the measures that should be used to 

mitigate child labour in Buwaya Sub County, Mayuge District, Uganda. The research 

design used in this study was both cross sectional and case study design. The sample size of 

the population used in the study was 330. Data was analyzed using percentage, particularly 

demographic profile of the respondents, and objective one to three, SPSS was used to get 

the mean. The findings; the overall mean in regards to objective one was 2.48, this revealed 

that most of the children were doing child labour. The effects of Child labour on academic 

performance of pupils; this was rated as 2.39; meaning that its effect was found to be 

moderate. About the measures that were used to mitigate child labour among school 

children in Buwaya Sub County, the overall mean was 2.30. This means that to same extent 

measures to address child labour were in place, but they were weakly applied by the 

stakeholders. It was concluded that pupils unknowingly found themselves in child labour. 

As far as objective two was concerned; it was concluded that stake holders, more so parents 

were found not knowing the negative effect of child labour on the academic performance of 

pupils. In objective iii, it was concluded that measures to mitigate child labour were in 

place, but not being applied by the stakeholders. It was recommended that stake holders 

should sensitize these children together with the parents about activities which are harmful 

to their education as well as health. It was as well recommended that the government 

should fund parents‟ income generating activities such that they may be able to buy the 

basic needs for their families. This was because most of the children were found working 

for pay just because their parents cannot afford to support their families. Lastly, it was 

recommended that stake holders, should put up good school structures to promote quality 

free education such as Universal Primary Education  

 

 


